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What is an 

abstract?

Succinctly summarize all of the important 

parts of your paper

Seduce readers to spend time reading 

your paper—and even purchasing it if 

necessary

Make journal editors want to read and 

publish your manuscript

What should it 

accomplish?

• Very concise summary of the 

important information in your paper

• Index content for database searches to 

give researchers a basic understanding 

of your study



Types of 

Abstracts

Descriptive Abstract
• 1-3 sentences in length

• Indicates the type of information found 
in the paper

• Don't summarize any of the facts or 
conclusions of the report

Informative Abstract
• One paragraph to one page in length 

(average 200-300 words)
• Summarizes every aspect of the study, 

including the results
• More common for journals and 

conferences



Descriptive Abstract (Sample)

• 3 sentences—a “teaser” about the 
study

• Omits details about the report
• Introduces the overall focus and 

actions of the study



Informative Abstract (Sample)



Informative 

Abstract 

Checklist

Provide information from the body of the 

report—specifically, the key facts and 

conclusions. 

Equals about 10 percent of the length of a 

10-page report

Summarize the key information 

proportionally.

Write longer sentences with more 

compact information (but don’t omit 

words such as the, a, and an).



Informative 

Abstract 

Checklist

Cont’d

Omit definitions and other background 

information if they are not the major focus 

of the report.

Don’t cite any sources you reference and 

don’t reference sources in detail (unless 

your study relies heavily one or two key 

sources).

Include key statistical detail.

Don’t discuss what the abstract is doing—

discuss the parts of the paper through the 

language of the abstract.



2 Other 

Types of 

Abstracts

Structured: 

• An abstract with distinct, labeled sections 

(e.g., Introduction, Methods, Results, 

Discussion) for rapid comprehension (NIH 

Medical Library).

Unstructured: 

• No labeled sections but same information 

included

*Every journal has its own specific 

structuring preferences.  Be sure to read 

the journal’s articles and guidelines.



Structured 

Abstract 

(Sample)

*Notice that Methods 

and Results sections 

have more content

Source: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/policy/structured_abstracts.html



Unstructured 

Abstract 

(Sample)

Source: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9809515



Read all 

guidelines and 

requirements 

of the journal

Before you write, consider the following:

• Maximum or minimum 

word/character length

• Is your abstract descriptive or 

informative? Structured or 

unstructured? 

• Style and formatting 

requirements?

• Audience: general public or 

researchers in the field?

• Other content or organization 

rules that a the journal applies?



• Purpose and Motivation

• Problem Statement

• Methods

• Results 

• Conclusion
• Each section is compact—only a single 

sentence to three sentences
• Think of it as one long cohesive 

paragraph; the individual sections 
should naturally merge into one another 
to create a holistic effect. 

Sections of 

the abstract



Address the following questions

• What made you decide to do this study 

or project?

• Why should someone read your entire 

essay?

• So what? Why is _________important? 

Explain implications for the field of 

study and for people in general

• The first couple of lines should include 

the importance of the research and the 

impact it might have.

1) Identify your 

purpose and 

Motivation



1) Identify your 

purpose and 

Motivation

Rising incidence of rabies in domestic animals 

is an increasing concern in many remote 

Brazilian cities and has long been linked to tree 

squirrels.



Address the following questions

• What is your research trying to better 

understand or what problem is it trying 

to solve?

• What is the scope of your study—does it 

try to explain something general or 

specific?

• What is your central claim or argument?

• Use a question in the form of a 

statement: 

o “Our study seeks to find…”

o “The primary objective of this study 

was to determine…”

2) Explain 

your 

problem



2) Explain 

your 

problem

The purpose of this study is to investigate the 

connection between an urban center’s 

proximity to jungles with wild squirrel 

populations and the incidence of rabies in 

domestic animals.



Address the following questions
• How did you conduct your research and 

solve or make progress on this problem? 

• If in your paper you reviewed the work of 

others, explain this here. Did you use 

analytic models? A simulation? A double-

blind study? A case study? 

• What were the details of your process—

methods/type of the study, your variables, 

and the extent of the work?

• What were your MOST important 

sources/methods?

• Keep this brief by including as much 

information per sentence 

3) Discuss 

your 

approach

(Methods)



3) Discuss 

your 

approach 

(Methods)

Using a cross-sectional analysis, this study 

analyzed the incidence of rabies in Brazilian 

squirrels from 2007-2015 and measured these 

results against a similar study conducted in 2011.



Address the following questions

• What did your study yield in concrete 

terms (e.g., trends, figures, correlation 

between phenomena)?

• How did your results compare to your 

hypothesis? Was the study successful in 

yielding discernible results?

• Were there any highly unexpected 

outcomes or were they all largely 

predicted?

4) Summarize 

your results



4) Summarize 

your results

Urban population density proximity to Brazilian squirrel 

habitats were the factors contributing most to the 

spreading of rabies to domestic animals. Those urban areas 

with a population over 300,000 and within 10 kilometers of 

dense jungle experienced incidences in rabies outbreaks 

among dogs and cats three-fold of other cities measured.



Address the following questions

• What is the exact impact on my field? 

On the wider world?

• What other studies might yield further 

solutions to similar problems?

• Is there information needed to expand 

knowledge?

• Will the results shake up the scientific 

world? Will they impact how people see 

this area? Define the limitations of your 

study.

5) State your 

conclusion



5) State your 

conclusion

This study answers a fundamental 

question regarding the correlation 

between proximity to Brazilian squirrel 

populations and the transmission of rabies 

to pets. Further studies are needed to 

establish any causal relationships and 

assess preventative measures.



How to Draft 

Your 

Abstract

1) Make bulleted   

lists

1. Perform a “content analysis” on your paper 

(i.e., ask important questions about each 

section)—write "answers" in BULLETED 

LISTS under each question

1) Purpose and Motivation:

Why is this study important? What is its 

purpose?

• Rising rabies rates in pets in remote cities

• Apparent connections between squirrels 

and rabies

• Health crisis



How to Draft 

Your 

Abstract

2) Write complete 

sentences

2. Write each section in complete sentences; 

2-3 sentences per section. 

“The motivation for this study is the rising 

rates of rabies in pets in remote Brazilian 

cities. This mysterious increase in cases has 

caused a public health crises. There seems to 

be a connection between squirrels and 

rabies.”



How to Draft 

Your 

Abstract

3) Remove 

unnecessary 

terms and 

phrases

3. Combine sentences where necessary and 

remove unnecessary terms and phrases.

“The motivation for this study is the rising 

rates of rabies in pets in remote Brazilian 

cities. This mysterious increase in cases has 

caused a public health crises. There has long

been an apparent connection between 

squirrels and rabies.”

“Rising incidence of rabies in domestic 

animals is an increasing health concern in 

many remote Brazilian cities and has long 

been linked to tree squirrels.”



How to Draft 

Your 

Abstract

4) Combine  

into a single 

paragraph

4. When all questions (#1-5) have been written 

into sentences, combine those sentences into a 
single paragraph. 
• Check the word count by highlighting the 

paragraph—if over your target word count, look 
carefully at the Methods and Results first, then 
for other areas where you may have been too 
wordy. 

• Sections will vary in length, but for the 

Method and Results, write up the most 

important information 

• **Results included in the abstract should be 

those that directly address the Research 

Question listed in your Motivations and 

Purpose section.



Revising 

Results 

Content

Put Results in bullet points

• Urban population density proximity to Brazilian 
squirrel habitats played the greatest role in 
spreading rabies 

• Red-eyed squirrels made up the greatest 
populations in Northern Brazil

• Urban areas with a population over 300,000 and 
located no more than 10 kilometers from dense 
jungle experienced statistically significant 
increases in rabies outbreaks

• Dogs were three times more susceptible to 
rabies than cats

• Less than 35% of rural areas were equipped 
with rabies vaccines



Revising 

Results 

Content

Omit Results of lesser importance

• Urban population density proximity to Brazilian 
squirrel habitats played the greatest role in 
spreading rabies 

• Red-eyed squirrels made up the greatest 
populations in Northern Brazil

• Urban areas with a population over 300,000 and 
located no more than 10 kilometers from dense 
jungle experienced statistically significant 
increases in rabies outbreaks

• Dogs were three times more susceptible to 
rabies than cats

• Less than 35% of rural areas were equipped 
with rabies vaccines



Revising 

Results 

Content “Urban population density proximity to 

Brazilian squirrel habitats played the 

greatest role in spreading rabies to 

domestic animals. By a factor of three-to-

one, those urban areas with a population 

over 300,000 and located no more than 10 

kilometers from dense jungle experienced 

statistically significant increases in rabies 

outbreaks among dogs and cats.”

Include only most important Results      

(i.e., those that answer the motivation, 

purpose, and problem)



After 

completing 

your first 

draft

• Complete basic revisions

• Receive feedback from a peer

• Consider using a professional 

editing company 



Choosing 

Keywords
• Most journals require 4-8 keywords (or short 

phrases) to facilitate online searches
• Use Google Scholar to see what terms are most 

common in your field
• If allowed, use the central terms from your title, 

abstract, and main text
• Determine which key terms are popular yet 

closely related in searches
• Avoid extremely common or extremely esoteric 

terms
• Remember your target audience (researchers in 

your field, general researchers, the public)
• ALWAYS check guidelines of target journal

Guidelines for choosing appropriate 

keywords





General 

Abstract 

Dos and 

Don’ts

Write your abstract after completing your 
paper

Keep your content in order

Write the abstract from scratch

Do…

Do NOT…

Use acronyms or abbreviations; explain these 
terms in the Introduction instead
Use or cite specific references (unless they are 
central to your study) 
Include figures, tables, sources, or long 
quotations in your abstract



More 

Resources 

and 

Information

Abstract Writing Resources

International Studies Association 
http://www.isanet.org/Conferences/New-Orleans-

2015/Information/Abstracts

Wordvice Resources Page 
http://www.wordvice.com/blog

Journal Resources and Databases

Google Scholar 
https://scholar.google.co.kr/

JSTOR 
https://www.jstor.org/

PubMed—NCBI  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/



THANK YOU!
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KOREA: https://www.essayreview.co.kr
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CHINA: https://www.wordvice.cn
TURKEY: https://www.wordvice.com.tr
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